'BEADING TIME @ 1s MINUTES 40 SECONDS

HAT did vour boys leam at college this fall?
What ideas are your glrls bnngmg bhome tlus
- Christmas?i.7. :
A group of fathers and mothers in Arkansas, alarmed
by tendencies they observed, began to ask these questions
in a big way, and with the help of a legislative investi-
gating committee they got some big answers. = -
The institution under scrutiny was Co

“.question, yes or mo?” .

“1 believe that the government of the Umon of Social--

“ist Soviet Republics {Soviet Russia} is in many ways
- superior to the American governmert’ -

“Do yoéu believe in that to such an exn.nt that you
"would attempt to overthrow the American form. of gov-
- ernment to arrive at that principle?.: Will you answer my

“To do that would be unfali' to your queshon.”

- Throughout his testimony " Dr. Koch’s tendcrness- for -

ggllegmﬂ_gna,a&)g%sras, The first witness was Lucien -~
{och, then president &nd director of the ‘college, now . “the feelmgs of the committee continued l11’,‘0 prevent higans
i8 try’ ;

** holder of an important goverfiment post in Washmgton,
. Belng duly sworn, Dr. Koch was asked: - -
" “ Do you believe in the Bible?” - . =

“1 am not sufficiently acquainted vnth the Blble,’f he "

replied, “ to state whether or not I beheve m it>.

. go you beheve in God" N

“No N S
© T “Dr. Koch have you ever vobed" »-

. “1 have not” - .

“ Do you feel that vou owe a]]eglance to thxs govern-
ment where you live?”

The witness sidestepped the question thh a statement
of his beliefs anent -freedom of speech.

‘; Can you answer my questxon, yes or
no?” - -

“ No. It would be unfair to your ques-
" tion for me to answer it so abruptly.” .
.. “Do you have a higher regard for
other governments than you have for the -
-American govemment?

Commonwealth College
students giving ear to
Lucien Koch (with hand
“to head) in his time as -

swering questlona anent. lns loy alty to :
ernment. - T 1

“ Do you respect the Amencan flag?. :
Here, at least, was one that the presxdent of an Amen-

can college and the future officeholder in an American”
- administration might answer in the affirmative without -
" fear of hz_xrtmg anybody’s feelmgs. "What ‘Dr. - Koch

“1 refuse to answer ynthout advice of counsel.’
"After admitting that he had gone to jail for four davs
as the result of his activities in the planter-tenant situa-

.tlon m Pomsett County, and identifying an issue of the_

.=~ . official publication of the college, which™
i 227 - "announced the” formation * without a
- dissenting vote” of “an sll-inclusive
united front . . . to build revolution-
_ary student and teacher organizatiolis in
the.colleges of the state,” Dr. Koch was

" - allowed to step down from the stand.” He _
wWas Bu by Charlotte -Modkowitz.

T




' nll l:now Lydia Estes Pmumq"mq »

'famous Vegetable Compound.

Butfcwreahzctbeconragextrcqmrod

thonght that the use of ether was sinful.
tlmxdcaofrehcmgthcsuﬂ'enngof

.order ‘that she tmght have the m moncy

‘advertise its virtues to al/ women. : .
What 2 furore that created! To ta.lk in
_public print about the ordeals that women
" face! Jt was unthmkablc! No wonder
they sang songs. about her compound!
But then, the pioneer is always ridiculed.

" Lydia Pinkham, however, would not be

'jnvcs preparing fof motherhood, Women'
.approaching “middle age.” . And LyﬂiaE.

Pinkham's _genuing greatness_is
bemg reoogmzed._.

“to her vision and battled to ma
drcam comevtruc. Her work is bungcar—

b B For three gcnentxou one’
. 'onm: has told Anotberlw'

ned onin ggreat la




. erty and who rented his land from Dr. Koch, was asked:
. “ Have you seen men and women at Commonwealt Col- -
lege in bathing together without clcthes on? -
““Sure!” he answ = =
. “When? "
- Last summer.
hole.” .4 . EF ST
“How many?® =@ -fuis
~ - “Six, eight, or ten, a creekf
... " Does that occur often ?" - .= -aoy
**Oh, yes, pretty often,” he allowed - !
- ~*“ Did you see any other indecent things in the
ming hole—that is, any actions on their part?
---“No. - In the swimming pool they
ming.” -0 0 o 7T
- Any other place?” .7 . -
“Well, ves; in the wooda™
* Naked? » oo romon ol
“ Just the same as naked.”-
“What were they doing?”
o You can guess the balance of it.” N
‘The committee’s spokesman was not aatisfied to guess
At his insigtence Mr. Thomas was more explicit. ey
* Do you know who they were?” :. B R
- .1 know the girl. She was at-the school last summer. - -
She was just fifteen years old, going on sixteen.”
“ {Vas the man a student at the college? ”
- " ’es."__ I s "":7‘:‘:"!—' e et g o
“ Do you know of any other indecent incidents atthis. .
college? ” the committee’s counsel asked, -:. :
“ Yes, sir,” replied Thomas.. ...
. “ Were the parties students in this college? ™ ==
“Yes; I guess I passed as near as five or 8ix feet and.
could have kicked them if I had wanted to
“Did they see you?*” .- v .=

Wy -

R

cord

« “Yes, and they didn’t pay me any mind!*
-- Mr. Thomas then told of a dplay'héhtidati,en_,
" “college in which Dr. Koch ha a principal part.’ =733
“1 saw him one night in a play at the college,” he said,
*“divorcing and marrving them as they.do in Russia.” ...~ .
“ Was it shown in the play how they married in Russia . .
and divorced in Russia?? ... wiiw fxicy e,
R S “ Yes, sir. The girl spoke up and said, *T want'a di-~ _ -
s e s ST vorce.” Lucien said, ‘Why?’ She said, * He doesn’t suit - -
SRRl L S ~me." Lucien then gave them a divorce,” gaid Mr. Thomas.
secretary, treasurer, and member of the faculty of Com-_ - - . SRR SR
‘monwealth College, who was even more truculent than her——

" *I believe that the Soviet g-oi'émmeni‘
is superior to the American.”—Dr. Koc

t

in a Supreme Being? ” she was asked.
mean by a Supreme Being?. was the

F TR

God.” =5
% What do you mean’ by ‘God
" As referred to in"the Bible.” b
71 am sure I have never read the Bibl
igion is my own code of conduct,” she explain
i, You know what the common definition of God

 No, 7w rehy
! there? ” the spokesman




“fle ‘Was not Wetnally giving the )
2 UINg; that was.in the play.<. The gu'l went out and later s
. came -back with another man and said, ‘ We wantvto get

p r younger brother express any .astonishment
1l after returmng from the college about conditions
sifyoul’ % Yes.. He told.of the boys and girls hvmg.tog s
gether for a month and we think we suit each o and about the bathing parties of the men and women,
-“-Now, after this marriage, was there anythmg saxd . and he said that at first he never thought he would get

tthisbemg,the ro mannermwhmh .be
‘abou Z p w P WD 1 o Dld he know' any of the Soviet songs?

“ Al] that was saxd was bv Luc:en Koch, who remarked .* Yes, . They sing songs about the Soviet Union at

That is the way we do- busmess in Russia, and we ueheve ‘Commonwealth, and he would smg these songs ‘ unti] the
=07 world. looked level.”.” < SRR

i “Whatdxdhesayaboutthekedﬂag?"

“:~ # That it was the only flag, and that it was the only . . -

3 ng ‘Do y
A2 shd says,* Yes; we have been living

’n

L. E She RS forty-exght»year—old Arkansan whqse;
“property ad)oms that of Commonwealth College, also told
"of seeing mixed nude bathing and illegal cohabitation at mg that Would save the world o
the institution and mdecent conduct ng bef ore reelf ; :
"and others.™::" AR . SR IMAGINE the surpnse of e Join slative =
The star witness as to sex mndmons at the college was, 4 tee when Minor Pipkin, an outstanding attorney ‘of -

oe jt »..me.. ocut, D S. Tankersley of Mena, who, in his _ Mena, president of the Chamber of Commerce and head of

apacily of deputy sherifl, had been active in helping two  the County Welfare Board, festified that the college was'
ithers, one from 1llinois and one from Louisiana, to re-" "supported in part by funds su e Very govern
*“cover. daughters who had been lured to Commonvsealth mmnmwmmrng Eo ov ertEm\'\""’“""""'
- by two male students.. -oppssr oo Nobody had t6takeMy PIpKin's word for it. He had -5 -
“% So I goes out to the college, he began, ana T s'tates “the proof on government statiofery: iz e — -
“to Mr. Benton (one of the founders) that I wanted tosee - . FEPERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF Abmms'nu'non U
- these young fellows; and he goes out of kis office- and- e -
-around toa bedroom and turns the light on, and pointed
thé twe young fellows out to me.. Them and their gals.” Mr W.R. Dyess,
-They didn't have any beds, but had pallets. There were gtate Relief Administrati
‘Tour rows of pallets, and they were pau'ed oﬂ’ on the same  Little Rock, Arkansas. © " :
'pallet clear across the;oom SIS ... Dear Mr. Dyess:' L =g
‘H were'm ‘the room" " asked 8 commlttee- .'qu Lucien Koch, president of Commonwealth College,
B - ‘- Mena, Ark., has been here in the office presenting the claim
b ty-five or thxx't_y eouples Of them- 2 of “his institution as a special case for participation in the
How were they dressed? " - - college student aid program. After consideration of the facts

ei nxgbtcloth%, the four I 8'°t °“t °ﬂ " involved, Mr. Aubrey Williams a to approve this mstl
tution formmﬁlmg"m'fﬂe progr?dﬁﬁw the same con-

* Now, do you mesn w testxfy that you went out to the dition as set forth in Hopkine] letter
. college and found twenty or more pairs of men and women - of July 3rd, namely, that it will be entitled to an m‘ﬁzt‘of '
eeping together in one room on pallets? ™ - =.-.% . " ‘funds basis of 12: per eent of the tull time’ enrollment as of
-'® Yes,” said the sheriff. “ And if you wxllgooutto October 15, 1984, s SR N PR S T
e college Sunday afternoon or any nice warm afternoon, Mr. Koch will have an oﬁ(:lal aﬁdam executed by the act”
ou will see them on all of them hills just lymg around ;.o director of the.college and mailed to you st an early date. *

e they were on them pallets.” X :
Tbe.n. like Messrs. Thomas and Shepard Shenﬂ’ Tank . Upon receipt of the affidavit you are hereby authorized by Mr

_ Williams to make an allotment of funds available to the insti
- t.utxon eﬁ'ectxve the ﬁrst of N ovember After approvd by yeu

HE comnuttee was naturally turious as to the eﬂ’ect of be sent in here for our fle Iam sending 8 of
mmonwealth’s anti-American and antimoral prac-- to Superintendent Phipps so that he wnlgl h::z yacle? e
ces and beliefs on the normal, conventionally brought - _standing of the mtuat:on. e

p ‘students within its gates. - Mrs. Irene O'Roark, a8 Very sxiﬁ:erely ours
*twenty-ex ght-vear-old woman from Marked Tree, Arkan- youre,
~.gas, who had had two brothers exposed to these conditions,
enlightened them on this point. At the hlgh-school stige 4
farion Noble had been, 8o his sister said, “ just an ordi- .- :
ary -mild-tempered boy, He was a member of the: Althongb tlxe aﬁldavxt required for this authoriza on -
Methodist Church. Then he went to Commonwealth Col-  Was never signed by Dyess, nor approved by him; .and:
When he came home _at Chnshnas time, he was_ } e oner of edncatlon, ref ;

tlnng about the alleged chxﬁg
the _college. . The teachm admxwea :
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ege in iliat county is a Communis- ..
‘tie institution and teaching - Commu-;i.
-nism. - ‘These people are up in protest -

and )ustly 80. Why should the United

Mmo% d not... %

be allocated to be used in carrying on
that institution any more than the gov-~
-ernment would encourage and uphold
‘mob violence by the United States -

t should no more do this than
‘it would use the army to aceomphﬂx a.
revolution in this country. ISR .
- ‘T join these gentlemen in this protest
‘that this institution receive no further
aid from the United States, . ... .

1Swned) J. M FuTtrerL; Gov-;rnor

“MINOR PIPKIN =
'HENDERSON JACKSON
"A.W.DopsoN " .
D. D. CLEMENT

D. M, WATKINS "1

.'Wrote Representatxve Driver: ¢ It
18 quite embarrassing to an adherent :
of the administration to admit that -
any one connected with its policy :
and affairs is willing to give comfort

an institution and those in charge :

thereof who are directing every ef-
fort to subvert its principles an
purposes.” Wrote Representatw
tChmv ne . i v

.—.Aleo_interesting is the fact that,
in addition to Dr. Koch, Mr. Clay
Fulks, long a teacher at ‘Common--
wealth, Mr. ‘William Cunningham, .
former instructor in Mamsm, and
Dr.-William E. Zeuch, principg
founder and first presndent of .
nwealth College all g

the.
spite of all that
DR s'! '

Aa sz %_ : +
Newspaper- end - penodxcals on,
"stheéir reck in the Commonwealth
College library. Below: Deputy
Sheriff Tankersley, who testi

-was, and mtrodnced me to the group. - -
_They were from New York, Chi
" Chattanooga, New ~Or]

me into the dining hall.. I"had ast,

finished eating when Charlotte Mos- -

. kowitz, setretary and treasurer of
Commonwealth—she who'had asked

itten;
v young Louisianian who bad recently
" succeeded Dr. Lucien’ Koch as head

plannmg to write a- story? AT

“We know &' lot of -things,’ ‘sﬁe(
"*“We _have been Jooki
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. tbe positiczus, if euy, which they cccupled withi the governssate -

U
. ,_{,.«.f

o Go .l'ilétm‘.%— - :.l e o B
Federel Burssu of Invesilgetiom, : AL
C. 5. Depertzent of Justice, Rooa 4244, - = -+ © “iay S0

U Desr 8ra UL UL RS TS —"— RO 123’3-'-';-.-3;”;"‘"?

Tue Decexber 19, 1936 iasue of Liberty iagarine carried an ...
article eutitieds *Ren, Kah, Fuseiel®, There s a clalement thereim
to this effects " = « « = = = iir, Clay Fulkz, long & teacher at -
Comconwealth, kre Bililas Cunninghas, forser lustructor is Herxiss
esa Ur, Billiss E, Zeuch, priacipsl founder end first president of o
Comzonvealtt Colleze, all are, or were uvatil Teceatly, on the govern- ..

The Com=onveslty College referred to concerns the college ..
loc:ted at Yeas, Arzansas, which is alleged to be s #chool of Com- -
minlst teschings and propsganda, ' LT

It e gy decire that you imacdisctely fnstitute & tbnrouzh, T

... éiscrest et diplosatic favestigatica, obtalning all availsile informa— "

tioy with refercace to these indivicuals snod determinling the mature of .. -0 :

?o !352: Boover - T e el
Join Edgar Hoover, . IR
W“qu - ’




.. I

This will ‘ctnouledge t.hs recebt. of t.‘:e copy

) or :our lot.ter dated Jmuy 31, 1937, and the e;xclosures thcreh,

the original of which lettcr sas dimted u— o _.'f

D, Cs

I np’:rechu the Lnurest lh.ch pmyud m in

diucting to 6 a eopy of your letur, hut I regret to tdviu m )

thc.t ln tbe -bunce cf coagnuunal hgislsuan t.m.a.mrcan 1. not.

i * emposered to underteke an invo'ugauon 1o the uturs x-oterrod u
in your letter.

Very trul.y mn,

7. E"e& HOOVbI

John ESgar Hoover,
mr“hrq :
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is is the I.vtst o! tbe series of stories to grve tbc ms:de
of the operations of the Highlander School, written after a 10-
sit of é- Tennessean reporter to the school and Gruady Coumy

"'By JOHN McDOUGALTBURNS "
Copyright, “1839 by The, Washvilie Tennessean e /7

.‘PLRPdSB AND PROGRAN = ——=momt -

'urpose of the’ \nghlander Folk Schq_] is to T pro-
ote_the progressxve labor movement in the South. -
The' Bix weeks terms for resident students are only
art of the school’s program, which includes year-round
ommunity and extension activities. Staff members keep
ISY domg the practical work of organizing labor groups
_‘ nearby areas and cammg on educational and recrea-
onal work for the unions. Conferences and xnstltutes
X re held at the schoo! between resident penods
IPERATES NURSERY

M.' “Highlander operates a nursery school and condncts
educatlonal and cultural program for the eommunity.

|

Xitutions.” But if one takes the time as I have done, to
tudy this “Program and Purpose” at first hand, he finds
'it the program is a good deal more ambltlous than it
jears to be, and that the purpose runs much deepe;
11 the words mdxcate. gty oo i

.00 volumes is open throughout the year.” 7.7
“Thus is stated in very simple, clear terms the,reason

wy e 3
e ’..: .‘ ' Nt

4t
H

%

pJ c-

si¢ lessons are given for the young people. A hbrary‘

being of one of Tennessee’s voungest educational in-

, i { found that nghlander Folk Schmﬁ Mot eaté 3
Monteagie in Grundy County, Tennessee_,"h‘hﬁ 46n$. nd
doing. some rather remarkab]e things f chidap

mstltutlon i " ;
, This small group of “liberal p
modest frame building a few miles fro

m bne'm‘,,},h

most famous.summer resorts, has not ma ,lz?;!fﬁo ":jbﬁ‘.
it has achieved much. Two weeks of refgarehy: %ﬂg
11 days actually spent .at-the school anﬁ‘*ﬂi At

neighborhood, have led me to the
CENTER FOR 13 STATES ° . B
1. It is a center, if not the ceénter, for thé: p
of communist doctrine in. 13 Southeastern "StatBy
2. Connected with its leadership™ areg
have either been charged with being commtiii
have been linked definitely with Moscow:. &
3. Its faculty spreads communism, app
doctrine, ‘and sends its alumni into labor 8
mostly in the South, where they maintair
their alma mater and sp ad 1ts teachm
area. - -
HOLDS CONFERENCES : e
—~"4. It holds conferences “affd mstltutes
between regular sessions with its" tedchef
their communist theories te/labor’ leaders ku
‘ 5 It has not restrlctea acbvmes to

- ,;comf’ ued:on Page 13 Col
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3 he map above shows the location of the Highlander Fotk 8chool in Grundy County, close to the Monteagle Assembly
ear the famous Southern summer resort. This house II tha Hngh!andor’f-’olk School bulldhg. lt now houtes the sessions of the §

g et B

3its laboratory. Of 9,717 resi-
_t.k'in Grundy, 1,120 have been
ing some work relxet. Among

Rl g0 B T o O R WL PR L

kes, ‘elected the county sheriff
*d now intends to gain coatrol of
‘eounty school syste'm. . ’
F‘TISTS IN GROUP .
‘school is "recog'nlzed" by

bered many leftists of na-
putann including - Clifford ~

playwright, an
editor of ; the
in Sovie

COPTES DESTROYED
;{937“” 3 1961




.'hé'h t
itt _literature and” hist‘o
t commums( official’ organ. "rhe

B the “source. of plays for
& }'hy “progressive labor". groups.

- 3e

phy: lndud' mmunkt rrop-
nda. Ao RS -

0. The lchool with ltl con-
... [irolled. eounty -of Gnmdy urves ‘as
N 3. elinfe ’for1abor prodléms) giving
ructions _on_-strike ~methods,
‘but not" overlook!ng t!xese fur-
Aher “opportunitiés™
iefﬁst doclr!ne.

- " . been receiving queries - cdn-
- ce[ning this school. Readers, most

t was decided that I ahould not.
"in "the guise of & reporter, but
become an interested visitor for
e duration ‘of my visit. T
dx-opped my surname and went un:
.the name of John McDougal.

.went from Neashville, to Chat-
fiooga, left my car there and |
Itchhiked back to Monteagle. I

Sunday night and decided ;
‘I might as well walk on ot
'the_ school, which T had been

tbout two mxlu !rom .

2 §

"ERY had never been In Grundy'
. fCounty before and frankly I didn't

I ‘the assignment was so “hot.”
‘ondered about the type of peo-
that I would encounter. I had
_..that these mountaineers!

the capitalistic sys-
. ,nnd Moscow to .answer my
hty'll probably “think -'I- am}
pxy, X declded. They won't be‘|
ﬂng about such unngs anyway.

. 5 2
‘H tuused that

an. "We have elected 3 sheriﬂ

tS e
He told .me that in the 1930 cen-
‘I'sus ‘there were 9,717 persons in the
1 county. Of this number, he con-
tinued, 2,200 are certified for relief.’
4 He said that there were approxi-
‘mately’ 600 _ other w‘ege earners ln
’the county. ° AT
“The .coal mines have played out.
“We are dependent upon the WPA.:
_ !in the main part. But we have had
‘trouble with them and it is only’
H.hrough our Workers Alliance;
i units, sponsored by the nghlander
school that we are able to keep,
things running amoothly in t.he
county,” King said..
HOW ABOUT COMMUNISTS

ere in pposxbon to the‘ Egmﬂ-

<

“Well” 1 ventured after he had’

italked for some time about condi-;

‘“tions, “how is the con'mumst party‘

“r the county?™ .-

y “We've had a good chapter on
-and off up here for some years,”

ng replied. 'ngpellmap down
4n Nashville is sta TSeCrEtATY and
comes up here pretty often. He is

at the Highland Folk School.-

uilding in Nuh-
orton. Myles is
-in charge ; now, He's
.the one you will have to see if you:
Fa.re going to stay at the school” -

My next query was regarding
prospects of getting work at High-
lander. King dispelled any hopes
that I might have on that score,
pointing out there was no work to
be had.

“Even the unions who send stu-
dents here have to pay their tui-
tion and board,” he explained. He
added that finances of the school,
6ince they were entirely based
upon glft.s were low at the pres-
ent time. «

King referred again to the “over-
tbrow of the government of Grun-
dy County by the electlon of the:
sheriff.”

“That shows what people as a

-y

:

|

a good friend of the teachers over~‘

l
i(;

whole think . of Communism,” he
said. “The general public believes
‘the Communist i{s a person stand-
:ing with bomb in hand, ready to:
oommit some act of sabotage. Thex
way we overthrew the local gov-:
‘ernment here is_more in the com-
mnninlauc WAy, T
‘BOMBS OUT OF ORDER ..
“Communists are not
bombs now,

They realize that that
‘sort of thing is out—for the
ent, at least,” "he continued.™- i

afked if he wére & Communist.

v einn e

-1
s

:“--"x 14n°t get to the last meeting,”;

Mt"h reply "It, was held about

Highlander Folk School for
‘time now. ‘And through the school
T meet many lnteresung peo

b Cep v rerase

‘AUTHOR VISITS SCHOOL™

‘Golden” Boy, came up to  High<
lander and read us the new. play
he - will .have on -Breadway . this’
year. He read until 4 o'clock in’
the morning and theu dmve on to
Atlanu, I believe.” ke
“King .was asked - Odets WL
known as a Commnmst. : :

url: o

kg

left side,” King replied.
“I dost know if he is a member’
of the party. But I believe he has
given money to help the school.”. .
King then outlined. the ftight
tbe Highlander group ~'and ~thé
Grundy County Board of Educa-

Summerfield School house by the
former group for a nursery school
| According to King, the board
had ohJected to use of the school's
‘vacant room by the Highlander
group &s a nursery school by mem-
berz of the "Summerfxeld COmmu-
nity.” .- "
'PREDICTS LEGISLATION
‘“We are going to elect a’ new.
legislative delegation and get a.
bill passed at the next =ession of
the legislature to get rid of this
board,” he continued. “Then we
are going to see tha.t the rlght
people are appointed.- - = ]
King again turned the conversa- i
tion to Communism.
- “It has the same objectives as
Socialism and right now it is just
88 peaceful,” he said. “After -all,
A man has a right to b2 a Com-
‘munist.  There’s nothmg wrong
mth B { AL B e e e o .
I asked if the faculty of the
school, as a whole was in the
party. . -
“ ‘“You'll have to ask Myles and the
others that question. That'u theu‘
business]” he said. - . .
ANOTHER STORY
Later I did ask “Myles a.nd thc
others” that question. The answer
they gave me enabled me to gain
access to the -state Communist
headquarters in Nashville after "X
retumed there. But that’

“I believe he is noted for be]ng o

tion was having over .use of the} .

- *Why, in April Cliff _pdeus. thel .
‘nuthor of ‘Weiting for Léfty,’ andl

—-
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Lucie _\och°xuommonvea.lth College

of the issue of the-publication sppear thereon. 0

of Lleg s Arkanses,

f.
-

Following is & brief outline of the history of Comonweelth
' College of Mens, Arkesnsas, and Lucien Koch, former President and Director
of thet instltution.

No. 6%—;229 indicstes that Koch succeeded »
President o Y

\ £/ 755{ Xa

", ‘There is &n article eppeering in & publicatipn-cellpdri st
"The&vermnent Stenderd", S;vhich shows that Lucien K¢ch recently wes

elected e8 e delegate fro or Lodge No. 12. He also wd$Adlected 337 -
District Department Delegate to the Limericen Federation of
Employees. The dete of this erticle is not steted npr @

- COPIES DESTROYED
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"8 newspeper article appesred in the Tashington Deily News end the
Feshington Times to the effect the District of Columbia Depertment of the
Americen Federation of Government Employees refused to accept Lucien .

~ Koch as e delegate from Lebor Lodgze No. 12. The Dsily News article -

‘steted th=t lebor sympathizers were considersbly perturbed because of.
. Lucien Koch's-being denied recognition £s ¢ delegate from the Labor
* Lodge. Articles reflecting the position of the District of Columbia
-l Depertment of the imericen Federelion of Government Employees with reference
kS to receiving Koch 2s & delegete elso eppeared in the Fashington Ster
. issue of Jenuery 9, 1937, end the Keshington Post of Januery 10, 1937,

P - TTansmitted with the ebovementioned letter dated Jammery — -
11, 1937, from the Veshington Field Pivision was & copy of the December
719, 1936, issue of theJiiberty megezine. This magazine contsined en .77

- article entitled Reh, Rgh, Russiel®, TFrom this srticle it eppeers
2n investigation of Commonweelth College wes conducted by e legisletive
comnittee of the Lrkenses Legisleture. From &n exeminstion of €11 the
- materiel mentioned in this memorandum, it sppeers this investigation
ves conducted during the early psrt of 1935, zppearently in February
or Mzrch of thet yezr. Lucien Koch wes celled e&s a witness before this
connittee and testified in substence and effect thet he hed never voted
and believes the Government of the "Union of Socialist Republics :
(Soviet Russia) is in meny respects superior to the Americen Government".
Koch wes evasive in his answers to questions concerning his views on
his ellegience to the United Stetes Government and whether he wonld attempt
to overthrow the Government of the United States. He declined to
ens*ﬂr without edvice of counsel vhen asked whether he respected the
merican Flag.

There is & little additional informstion with reference to
Lucien Koch himself. Eowever, on December 16, 1933,
mede en effidevit to the effect Commonrealth College “teught princ ples(

of M¢rxism and Imperialis £ orslity is a common occurrence

. There is & letter deted Q 7 n
i ' ision beering the title
"g reflecting inquiries mzde purpose of

ectivities of these individuels, and varticulerly rhether they hed

\?/IL/
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During the commlttee hearing held by the Arkensss Stete
Legisleture, referred to ebove, Lucien Koch admitted he hsd gone to
jeil for four deys as & result of his activities in the "Plenter-
Tensnt situstion in Poinsett County". In the heretofore mentioned
Liberty megzzine &rticle, it wes stoted thet Lucien Koch identified .
& publicetion of Commonweslth College which ennounced the formz=tion
"without & dissenting vote" of sn ell inclusive unified front to
build revolutionary student end tezcher orgenizetions in the colleges
of the stete", :

Regarding Commonwez1th College itself, there ere conteined
in seriel 4 of Buretu file 61-6156 certein enclosures forwerded to
the Buresu by Senstor T. HYCerasvey br letter dated September 27, S
1236. These enclosures conilst of photostatic copies of circulars b al

end pemphlets issued by the College, a copy of the College's -

nublicstion, & ett ated September 23, 1926, fronw
ens, frkanses. From the informetion _

c T s 1t eppears thet Commonweslth College

wzs orgenized in 2pril, 1923, It is steted its founders were

interested in experimenting with the ides of non-propsgande higher
education for workers on e self-supporting fesis. They rroposed to

try out en educational plen whereby the 2dents and teschers were - e
to'work four hours deily, 24 hours e week, Por meintensnce end to
devote the remeinder of eechweek to study end clessroom work. The _ 4
college orginelly wes established in Louisisna, but wes removed to ¥
Mens, Arkenses, in Jamary, 1925, : o




e } -

 The pemphlets issued by the College state it is the .

purpoee of the College to estzblish end meintein & method whereby - ..
&sn opportunity for esdvenced instruction, especielly in the sociel - = -
studies, may be offered to those working youths who have the native

~ intelligence end nsturel capacity to serve the workers but are
uneble to develop their powers for want of funds. It is steted the
Co]_lege sponsors no religious, politicel or economic dogme, but =
aims to develop standards for efficient service in the lsbor . . .
movement., It seeks to develop in the students an "eititude wHich

~ chellenges an unthinking ecceptence of idees and institutions®. . -~
At thet time, namely in 1936, the officers of administretion of the

e e e college TEPOS — o o L e

willl Fdward%euch, Educetionel Director,

F. M.Eoodhue Deen of Menj

Kate Richerds®\0'Here, Dean of ﬁ'omen - e
£nd Secretary; i S

Berold Z. xBrown, Executive Secretary; : ERE

Ernest E. Yg\'och Industriel Yensger.

o The curriculum of the school, &s published by the college
- o in 1926, included studies in economics, rsychology, imericen History
. I end Government, Public Speeking, Accountency, Lew, Dreme, Money end
= Benking, Principles of Stetistics, Labor History, Labor Journelism,
L Stetistics in Lebor Disputes, Lebor Problems, Sociel Origins,

Sociel Reconstruction, Politicel Science, Persussion &nd Argumentetion,

vhdlie s, doobas .
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gbning and immedietely ushered him off the campus.
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Although a1l sources of informetion concur in stating that:
Y. F. Zeuch wes one of the originel founders, certain sources of
jnformertion indicete there is some wvariance es to the identities of
the persone originelly connected with the foundetion of the College.
The Literery Digest issue of Jamery 9, 1937, contains en article on -
Commonweslth College. This erticle stetes that the College wes S
founded ebout 14 yeers ego by Dr. Williem E. Zeuch, a University of

Tisconsin graduate, who in 1935 wes Chief of the Plemning Division.. ... ... ...

in the Depertment of the Interiort!s Subsistence Homestead Section
i A3 A fO NI

Fith further reference to the Committee heerings, held by
the Arkenses Legislsture, referred to ebove, one Cherlotte oskowite
wes called es & witness at thzt hesring. This individuel testified she
wos then secretery-treasurer of the institution end & member of the
faculty. She was asked whether she believed in & supreme being end
ensvered "whet do you mean by & supreme being?" She testified thet o
che never read the Bible, respects no symbols and does not know =~ 7
whket the imerican Fleg stends for. Other witnesses who testified
before the shovementioned hearing furnished informetion indicating
Cormonvealth College hes inmstructors with communistic tendencies
end teech communism, elthough they, the officiels of the college,
discleimed edvoceting principles of communism to the students. Other
witnesses testified to seeing "mixed" bathing parties and coed
dormitories with both men end women in the seme room with only their
night clothes on.

‘The Liberty megezine article appeering in the Decgmber - -
19, 1936, issue of thet publication wes written by Mr. Nolenibulloch,
apparently a writer for the magezine. In this article lMr. Bulloch - . .
stetes he wes sent to the college for the purpose of attending seme ::
ee & student but the college obtained edvenced informetion of his

D R
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£, “fellow students-to use force and violence to overthrow the
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Contrasted with the ebove informetion indiceting thet
immorelity is prevelent at Commonweelth College is ipformatlon conteined
in en erticle eppearing in e publicetion celled the A'Americen Guerdian®,
the Februery 5, 1937, issue of that publicetion. In'this article
reference is mede to & proposed bill referred to s "H. B. 148"
to prohitit the teaching of amy foreign doctrine of Government and to
prevent the teaching of free love in any college in the stste of
irkenses. This article stctes thet e legislstive investigstion
wes conducted in 1935, and concluded that no doctrine of force or
violence wes teught or practiced et Commomweelth College. It 1s
steted that morel becking is received by the College from "such _ o
prominent citizens as these": Oscsr\\(ﬂneringer, Rogerke.l n , :
(leeder of the’¥merican Civil Liberties Union), Francis JJ\Gorman

. (lezder of th&XUnited Textile Viorkers of imerice) end mumerous
others. This erticle ouotes a letter from a former student named Bob—
x.ﬂ.'est, son of & former heed of the Depertment of History, University
of Minnesote and suthor of many high school history text books, "even
in the stete of Arkenses". In this article Mr. Vest stetes he was &
member of the Minnesote Farmer - Labox, Party when he attended Commonweslth
College &nd is todey secretery of theXermer-lLebor Ward Club - "The
_foremost politicel perty in the state of Mimnesote". He states he
is e member of an office workers Local No. 17661, "affiliasted with
the Lmericen Federation, which is not exactly a communist orgenization",
Mr. Vest stetes thet he et no time has been & member of the Communist
Perty end that his politicel views end beliefs underwent no radical
change while attending Commonwealth College. He denied thet any Toens
teacher at Commonwealth College ever urged him or any of his '

-

L R . e e . o . s e i




S Rewspeaper erticles appeared in the Deily Worker issue of
'December 29 1936, the Western Worker issue of Jamesry 7, 1937, and the

Arkenses Gazette of December 28, 1936, to the effect thet Commo alth

College welcomed e Federsl investigation end hed requested the aFollette

Committee on Civil Liberties to conduct an investigation. 4An Aséocieted .

Press article dated December 29, 1936, which appesred in the Arkenses
Gezette, steted the Senate Civil Liberties Committee contemplsted no

Daily Worker issue of Jamery 5, 1937, quotes Cherlotte Moskowitz, :

" secretery-tressurer of the School, es steting the College is definitély
on the side of labor, fermers emd unemp‘oyed° thrt their teachers end -
students come from that class. This erticle states thet Frencis J.
Gormen, first Vice-President of the United Textile Torkers of America

- end formost progressive labor leeder Just enmnounced his willingness

s to serve on the College's Advisory Board of 21 liberzl and labor

i figures. '

S An Associeted Press erticle dated et Mene, Arkanses,

: Jamuery 21, 1937, which eppeered in the New York Americen, steted that
Representetive Berman Worton of the State of Arkensas introduced
& bill in the state legislature to prevent the teeching of free love
end eny doctrine to overthrow the Govermment. By letter dated
Jamuery 22, 1937, the Buresu received from Representetive Horton
a copy of the proposed bill which provicdes briefly thst sny person
who teaches or e&llows to be teught in any school in the state of
Arkenses principles of comminism or eny other foreign doctrine
of the Govermment for the purpose of overthrowing the Govermment of
the United Stetes by violence, end any person who teaches the
doctrine of free love or who practices or_ permits the tesching :
of such practices in the schools af the stzte of Arkenses, is guilty
of committing e felony end upon conviction mey be sentenced to & term

e por:- more then five vears in the stste pe .

_ © by the citlzens of Poke County, Arkansas, where -

Commonweelth College is loceted, to close the College. To this effect,
see the articles eppeering in the Arkenses Gezette deted December 27,
1936, which cerries an fissocieted Press erticle dated December 26, :
_:<1956, at Mene, Arkensase

action vith reference to investigeting Commonreslth College. The T e
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n the heretofore mentioned Literery Digest Article dated

Januery 9,1937,, it is stated Comronveslth C
doneted by theAFund for Public Service (Th

ege wes orgenized with “imds_

Gerlend Fund of New York),

thearnegie Foundation, and additionsl contributions from the

)(International Ledies Garment Workers, etc.

’

.
- - T el




The Sun,

Balti'nor sMaryland

February 13, 1‘937.
| Blll-Ta-Ban Teachmg

Arkansal House Rejects Menure
™ “Move Begun To Repea! Antie
2 Evolution Law
thtle ‘Rock, Ark., Feb. 18 (IP)-Th
Arkansas House of Repmentauvﬁ
defeated today a bill {0 prohibit
‘teaching of communism or any oth t
‘foreign doctrines ‘intended to .start i
-movement to overthrow the State or
National Government, _ - . -
: A few minutes after re}echon of the
‘bill, by Representative Herman Hor-~
.ton, of Jonesboro, 46 to 19, Repmenta-_
.tives Adrian Coleman and John E.
{Coates introduced a measure to repeal
the Arkansas anti-evolution law en-
tacted in 1928,
~ Both proponen?s and’ foes of the

ena, if proof were shown q‘t the
verthrow ‘of the Government [jr free
flove were taught at -the coop“erntiv:
Jabor mutuhon

7 0f Comniiinism Beaten o
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farch 15, 1937 i
}' COMONWEALTH COLLEGE
S
" Tk~ pe’timore sun, for February 19, 1937, points = -
- out that on the day precedinz, the arkansas House of -
Pepresentatives defected 0ill to prohibit the teaching ]
of Communism or any other oreign doctrine intended to start =
& movement to overthrow the State or Ngtiqna}_cqvernment,“u“m_mﬁ_w~_“mw

Both those in f

Horton proposal stated th

wes to close Commonwealth
Tkansas.

-
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COLLEGES

HIGHLANDER FOLK S(iHOOL, MONTEAGLE, TENN.

SOUTH'S MENACE TO

GROUP TO SEEK WIDER S

SCHOOLS TRAIN LEADERS
FOR ORGANIZING LABOR

John Dewey has suggested that it is
ing that in a democracy training for
labor leadership isn't a definite part of
the general sclicol curriculum. But
since it isn’t, the need for the labor col-
leges is apparent. o
As industry grows more powerful, la-
bor needs all the skill it ca; mul.sle; in
planning and organizing, and its leaders
oeed more deep-seated conviction than
ever. To help impart this skill and
conviction so essential in the struggle
for a better society, is the object of the
Southern Resident Labor Colleges,
Highlander Folk School, founded in
1930, and *~ Commonwealth College
founded in 1925.
Courses of study include work in the

. following fields: History of the Labor

Movement, Economic and Political The-
ories~with stress on the evils of fascism
—and their application in various coun.
tries; Methods of Labor Organization,
Farmers' Problems and Organization;
Current Events, Labor Journalism, La-
bor Drama, English, Public Speaking
and Consamer Cooperation.

Everybody Works

Both colleges are run cooperatively,
students and faculty doing whatever

. manual work is required and raising as

much of their own food supply as pos-
sible. Work by students is credited to-
ward their tuition and maintenance.
Both schools draw most of their resi-
dent students from the South, with some
from the Middle and Soathwest and a
few from the Northeast They come
from the farms; the Kentucky ‘mining
arcas, the North Carolina textile mills,
the Birmingham steel center, Florida
citrus fields and other industrial cen-
ters. Most of the students remain at least
two quarters (3 mos. per quarter) bat
some can stay only for one and a few
attend for a year. The two schools to-
turn out an average of over 100
students per year to go back into the
labor and farm movements, trained in
the technical side of organization and
with a foundation in the history of the
farm and labor movements.
Several hundred alumni of the two

(Continued on Page ¢)

®  COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE, MENA, ARKANSAS

NATION'S WAGE STANDARDS LEADS LI-BERAL‘

R e
by Limd Ward
THE NEW ABOLITIONISTS )
(An Editorial)

As the mass industries, directed by a
small group of powerful money lenders,

repare to “ghng up” on organized la-
bor, itis well for all liberals and friends
of labor to keep an eye on reaction’s
ace in the hole: the low-wage, unorgan-
ized Sonth, - ¢+ -.-- T -
- Here shortsighted industrialists, if de-
feated in the North, can retreat to a
paradise of sweatshoppers and peonage
to escape the higher labor standards of
the North. And as this migration grows,
the collapse of labor standards and gen-
eral purchasing power throughout the
nation must inevitably follow.

* Already “carpet-bagger” industrialists, -

some emall, some as large as a great
‘rubber company, “are relocating ma-
chinery below the Mason-Dixon line to
cash in on cheap labor and long hours
which low.visioned Southern office-hold-
ers and Chambers of Commerce are of-
fering them. In most cases not only
cheap labor, but tax-free factories built

/ (Continued on Page 4)

UPPORT FOR LABOR COLLEGES

SEEK 35,000 TO MEET
- SCHOOLS’ MINIMUM NEEDS

A drive to raise $35,000 for the
budgets of the two Southern Resident
Labor Colleges for 1937 got under way
with the organization of a Finance Cam-
paign Committee in New York City.

The amount decided on covers only
the rock-bottom needs of Common-
wealth College and Highlander Folk
School, and it must be raised if the valu.
able work they are doing for the entire
labor movement is not to be curtailed,

With the tremendous drain on union
labor organizations because of the pres--
ent strike situation. the Committee
hopes that every friend of workers' edu.
cation will make a special effort to put
the drive over the top. -

The Committee represents a group of
regular contributors to the labor schools
who hope through this drive to elimi.
nate the lost motion that has character-
ized the past financing of the schools be.
cause of separate appeals and to set the
colleges on a firm financial basis, The
increasing demand by Southern workers
for this type of education means that
the schools must have greater financia)
support than they have had in the past
if they are to fulfill their purpose,

Members of the Finance LCampaign

wmittee are: Helen S, Ascher, Har-
pld Coy Tame: Domhrows) K —Jahn Y.
lhidehnan, Carl Haessler, Leo Huberman,

Mark Starr.

—_————
Ssonsorini the drive are Oscar Amer- -
John Bosch, George S. Counts, Eleanor
G. Coit, Abraham Epstein, George Clif-
ton Edwards, Clinton S. Golden, Francis - -
J. Gorman, Ida E. Guggenheimer, ). B.
S. Hardman, Lem Harris, Donald Hen. -
derson, Charles J. Hendley, Freda~
irchwey, Ira Latimer, Elizabeth Law- -
eon, Robert Morss Lovett, Grace Lump-
kin, Alexander Meikle john, Abraham
Miller, Rev. R. Lester ondale, Frank -- -
Palmer, Jacob S. Potofsky, Vida D.
Scudder, Luther Ely Smith and Odis L.
Sweeden, Fannia M. Cohn, Alice Hanson
and E. C. Lindéman. Irene Thomas is
executive secretary., .- R

FOR CONTRIBUTOR’S CONVENIENCE, COUPON IS PROVIDED

ON LAST PAGE OF INSERT
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IT'S SIX O'CLOCK REVEILLE AT COMMONWEALTH AND

erners live (lou
_MANUAL LABOR UNTIL CLASS TIME. HERE'S A CLASS - . Tennessee minin;
. ASSE&BLINF JUST BEFORE THE SCHOOL BELL RINGS. R .

Poverty, bad h in the industrial N

disease of starvation, is eight times more p

{UPPER) MAIN BUILDING,
HIGHLANDER FOLK-:
SCHOOL; (CENTER) TYPIC-

* AL COMMONWEALTH COT-
TAGE; (LOWER) COMMON-
WEALTH 1S HOUSED IN COT- ,
TAGES GROUPED ON 320 .
ACRE TRACT. . FLOGGINGS, SHOOTINGS.
. ) INDUSTRIAL REACTION

-- INDECENT CONDITIONS.

_HEADLINES TELL STORY :

’ACamet-B_aggens of Ind.
| Stir'Plea from th
[Tennesseeans Want
| Subsidized Milt

l - to Get Qut of Town |

1ioickinase Meywr Thus of Sargale e Made wilh Pom-;
Oytvenis Pupl, Which Meved b0 Excape ;'“’
' Nghwr Labor Costa. .-~~~

- 2 - Booster Element of South -
T IR SO SRR AidaLabor'sExplouaﬁan:
- ‘DANGEROQUS BUSINESS: JOE DOBBS, PRES
' TDENT CHATTANOOGA CENTRAL LABOR
COUNCIL, CRITICALLY SHOT IN STRIKE
" TWO DAYS AFTER LEAVING HIGHLAND. - - -
. ER FOLK CONFERENCES. NARROWLY - ~ -] ¢~
ESCAPED DEATH. (4BOVE) MATT.
‘_,_"- LYNCH, HFS. ALUMNUS, KIDNAPPED
DURING STRIKE AT ROCEWOOD,- -~ : & I
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ent in South than in the rect of the nation.

INAPPING-LYNCH LAW IS THE ANSWER OF
SOUTHERN WORKERS' PROTESTS AGAINST

ITE AND-NEGRO ALIKE ARE THE VICTIMS.

. IMPLOYER-CHISELLING AND SWEATED LABOR.

B try, Finding Che}zp Labor in the South,

e N0t vt w s o & oot et 00

‘ ! '- om0 o s e ™ Pastor, Speaking in Cockpit !

. ¥orkers for Revival of NRA’s Objectives

T T 8 iy vankemeand | Th greresiey & @ tmming wmtiacie fu e wwde
o o e e s s o ¢ e 20 .
28 o s - WL | e Goedh & G b W form of euargte G of fecwne w0

wgitive Factories Leave |Girl Works for 2 Weeks,

Trail of Misery in Southl Is Paid for 3.24 Hours| .

. et ot Are Degmncy b Repest. ol Cocms Ransctment Over Puy Scoee,
SR TReosirnes Migratory Plant Eludes
S i Discipling in Tennessee .
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. (Adertisemens)”. . Champions Southern

HIGHLANDER FOLK EXTENSION WORK:
(ABOVE) LABOR ORGANIZERS AT WEEK. §
END INSTITUTE (LEFT) UNION GROUP
- IN NEIGHBORING COUNTY DISCUSSES
- CONSUMER COOPERATIVES.

(ABOV'E) EVERYBODY WORKS AT COMMONWEALTH, -- ... -..
HERE'S THE WOOD CREW. (BELOW) STUDENTS IN A
COMMONWEALTH'S 8.000 VOLUME LABOR LIBRARY. ", -
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being done there.
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ern Tenant Farmers
8 work of great importance
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support and cooperation possible.”

Sharecroppers organizations;
ing a

"+ S SIDELIGHTS

A T EINSTEIN gave a student
scholarship to Commonwealth College
appreciation of good work

J.‘ GORMAN, Vice Presi-

Oegavizer for dhe

JOHN DEWEY, America’s lcading

"H. L. MITCHELL, President South.
Union, says of
Highlander Folk School, “You are doing
and we
want you to know that our organization

'l{i:g and anxious to give you all the

" “CLYDE L. JOHNSON, active in
in accept-
Place on the advisory board of

these items—for scholar-
shins since the Southern unions can Drovide
then caly at the poec oo o4 soaurd pe. 1
~ ‘ wozt of

{ i Bave fawily or other demands meet
which make it impassible for them to remain
at the colleges ccmlinuously.. They are forced
to leave the schools for periods to earn badly
needs ds and then go back to carry on

the wor
Caommonwealth's Budget as requested pro-
vides for:

philosopher, says of the work the labor Flans s fﬂ‘"m'mmm."m
colleges are doing, “One of the most im- installation of piping for water sys-
portagm wcmlejumrwnal projects in Faren and giting for gkt ——szomam
arm ock T T
America today.” (Referring to High. Maintenance (loclud m®
lander Folk School), Library 00.00

Added” for facalty remuneration nnd7

'I'o(ll—%_ﬂl.m
Highlander Folk's budget as requested pro-
ided for

Plant and Equipment ———— 1,580.00
Farm 300.00

vi

Mainter 4350

Z‘a%?d"hﬂ—\'a 00
it remuneration

5 P Aid 5,000.00

Total __________ 51390500

All eclaolrihg(iout will be dlb';ds:: between g‘f
two colleges in roportion on_reques!

bad “d' o 'ed for faculty remu-

Commonwealth College said: “C.

tion the South most needs today.”

wealth is giving the very type of educa- .

add
neration .lnl'ld scholarships, after checking by &
budget i d of one ber

lhc‘!e'irun« Committee and
accountaat.

one expert school

. ganizations as well.

Wide Extension Work

Through extension work the
have large “s
States imm

are sponsored in cities, towns
try districts.

in neighboring

SOUTHERN ORGANIZERS
IN THE FIGHT
- AGAINST
'SOUTHERN PEONAGE

4 " Every Dollar
) Counz_é -

SCHOOLS TRAIN LEADERS
(Continued from page 1) -~ -
" schools are Working in the labor move-
ment, in many sections of the country.
They edit labor papers, teach workers’
asses, organize workers’ eduveational
" projects and cooperatives, organize un-
ions and help Carry on mecessary strikes.
They are to be found in many sectors of
the labor-political front and in farm or-

schools
heres of influence” in the
iately surrounding them,
Classes, discussion and recreation groups
and coun-
Highlander Folk has
started cooperative stores and canneries
communities and the
school itself serves as a community cen-
ter for the mountain community of Sum-

merfield as well as surrounding country,
Neighbors of C wealth for many
miles around use the school as a recrea.
tion centre. The college library is the
best in this whole area and serves the
entire countryside. .

As the sharecroppers and industrial
workers of the South are awakened to
the possibilities of their own economic
betterment, attacks, particalarly on
Commonwealth, have become more fre.
quent and intensive. The bitterness of
those reactionary forces seeking to main.
tain low-wages is, in a way, a measure of
the eflectiveness of the union organi

THE NEW ABOLITIONISTS
T " (Continued from page 1)
at the expense of 'the cities and towns
involved, are offered, the costs of build.
ings and machinery installation to be
paid by deductions from the weekly pag
enveloges of warkers -whase TUEglh Tauge
irom $2 a week to a top of $12. The
headlines on the center Page, repro-
duced from the Scripps-Howard news-
Papers, tell the shoddy story at a glance,

The abolition of cheap Sounthern la.
bor approaches in importance to the en-
tire national economy the abolition of
Negro alavery. And the Southern Resi.
dent Labor Colleges, Highlander Folk
School, at Monteagle, Tenn., and Com.
monwealth College at Mena, Arkansas,
are the magnetos of this new abolition
movement. All the false charges of their
enemies to the contrary, the aim of these
labor echools is single: to teach workers
how to force better livia standards
through higher wages an increased
purchasing power, .

In 1856 a courageous group of men
founded an abolitionist college in a one-
room shack at Berea, Kentucky, to fight
slavery in the heart of the elave-holding
South. They met with calumny, violence
and expulsion from the State.  But th
returned to see their cause win with the
triumph of the abolition movement.

EigEty years later, the new abolition:™
ists are showing the same heroism and
self-sacrifice in the fight to end uncon.
scionable exploitation of human beings

factery and ou iensut-furw. I iy &
fight that neither organized labor, nor
American liberalism nor enlightened
National industry can afford to see fail,

HEADS OF FACULTIES
Haven Perkins, facalty chairman at
Commonwealth, is a graduate of General
Theological Semi: ry, Rhod holar
from M, h

ts, and former instruc-

some of whom hare come in from the
North and of the work of Common-
wealth and Highlander Folk.

Qur experience with NR A proved that
uniess labor is organized it is vain to
expect adequate enfor t of any
remedial labor legislation the gorvern-
ment may secure.

Southern Resident Lai)or Colleges,
18 East 48th Street,

........

I Pledge. . ... .
for Southern Resident Colleges.*

——_____—__—_—

New York City, N. Y. . A

+++«e....dollars for Southern Resident

tor at Harvard.

Myles Horton, faculty chairnian at
Highlander F. olk. is a rreduate of Union
Theological Scruinsr+E attended Univer-
sity of Chicago and spen: a year in Den.
mark studying Danish .Folk Schools,
Both have had practicsl experience in
organizing workers,. . .

-dollars during 1937 t_owa;-dlfund

{Advertisement)
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] The Federated Prnrs release.issued by the Central Burea.ﬁ'
sl gt Chicago, Illinois for ..y 3, 1937, Series L, contains an 7

' article with reference to the above stated college and bea.rs the
—...date line Hens, Arkans&as.

~It is stated that as & result of years of missionary. -en-.
deavor in the hostile and often suspiclous southern ernvironment™” -
the attituie toward Commonwezlth College, the farmer-labor resiaentlal Sam
scnool in the Ozarks, is changing. : '

The Arkanses legislature in the spring of 1937 refused to
act upon the cherges that were brought against this college. It is
announced that the school is about to conauﬂt twg educational and
training institutes for selected members of the/Southern Tenant - o
Farmers Union. Each will last a week and will be held at 0kmulgee,-~«f
Oklehoms and Charleston, Missouri. It is intended that a system of -
residential scholarships will be established by sympathetic sup- " .~
porters. s

Raymond %och angd Charlottey"loskoritz , leaders of Commonwealth
College, will concentrate their efforts in St. Louis in 1937 and will -~ --.
there conduct & labor college with tbe support of the United Electrlca1~
and Radio Workers Union, a C.I1.0., affiliate. They intend to create -
closer cooperation between the southwestern and southern labor movement
and Commonwealth College.

. o : During the summer session of the school meny students were -

3 i . in attendance from the esst. The southern states represented incluced

» ' Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee and Alsbamz and in adea.tmn thereto repre- D

sentatives were in attendance from Germsny » -

o RECURDED & INDEXED
SR Some of the facilities offered L 1clude_ ToC

board, lsundry, campus recreation and insprigfifnidv anxmclusn.ve,.,_

fee of $50 per quarter of 12 weeks, plus farm or maintenance work by

.~ students and faculty of 15 or 20 hours a Feek. .ltHe 2&1]1&370181!1!81
a large and well—manae,ed ln.brar,s and & fo tm%ht]y paper pr:l.nted on

campus N ) ¢ Clfan e i OF JUETH

A —— e e+ -
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Commonwealth Changes
*=Coimfonwealth College. foundtdfirry;
as a heterodox academy where left-wingers
of all shades might work and study, was
oddly built, and oddly remains, on a 320-
, acre tract near Mena in the Ozark Moun-
- tains of Arkansas. A cluster of frame
" houses, halls and barns in which all the
. manual labor is done by faculty and
" students, the College is detested by many
. of the local citizenry who got the Arkansas
Legislature to investigate “free love” and

“nudism” at Commonwealth and last win- |
ter Rev. Luther D. Summers, a Baptist |
of Mena, led a crusade to make the College |’
move away, exclaiming: “What can any |

" decent person think of a school that
teaches Communism, free love, Negro
equality with white, atheism?”. .. -.. . ..

i

.-

Commonwealth has as yet given no ’
John Reed, nor even a Heywood Broun, -

to the Cause, and in recent years its in-
. ternal troubles have griped it more than

the occasional forays of its students and

teachers into areas of labor strife have
irritated capitalists, Five years ago two-
thirds of Commonwealth’s student body

went on strike, presumably because the.
instgtution’s brand of radicalism was not:
rad;cal enough, and several years lateg its:

‘young Director Lucien Koch resignel to
tak? a job with the NRA as assistant :kco--

nomic analyst in the consumers’ divition. "

He was succeeded by a New Orlans
Socialist named Richard Whitten, who
left last autumn to work for Mis party.
Commonwealth’s most energetic official
remained Charlotte (“Chucky]’) Mos-

kowitz, executive secretary and wife of -

Lucien Koch’s brother Raymond. Red- ;

. haired, 29, and freckled, “Chucky” Mos- *

kowitz raised money for the College, saw
it through its legal and extra-legal baitings,
got it electrical and water systems, a print-
ing plant and the dairy in which the cows

are now fed on the un-Marxian principle -

of ‘“to each according to what she pro-
duces.” Miss Moskowitz, during the last

of her twelve years at Commonwealth, .

: helped steer its policies away from doc-
| trinaire paths, towards the more practical

: purpose of training people for trade union .
, organizing. Last month “Chucky” Mos- *

: kowitz left Commonwealth, to live and
* work in St. Louis with her husband, now a

. teacher for the Radio & Electrical Workers’ .
! Union. Last week Commonwealth got a -
! new director, Rev. Claude Clossee Wil-

: liams, who made ready to steer still another
: DEW course.
An Arkansas Presbyterian, now without

a gulnit, Preacher Williams neagly.randor

{
1 Governor on the Socialist ticket in 1932,
3 Last year he attained nationwide promi- -

IN
NOT RECORDED WEXE

;/;7555»_/% %

B e .
B - P e S R T

supply bill for the Department 6f t‘heglii:-g

**» President took note @i a—pre '

Ex'islb‘irmhtting the maximum $14,483,000

appropriation authorized for Federal aid

:to vocational education under the George- . _

Deen Act passed in June 1936. This was
$10,000.000 more than the President rec-
-ommended in his budget message. It was
‘also contrary to the recommendations of
a_special advisory committee headed by

-University of Chicago's Floyd Wesley -

Reeves. which the President appointed in

September to’ sift pending educational .

legislation.

Lashed the President: “Much of the

apparent demand for the immediate ex-
tension of the vocational education pro-
:grém under the George-Deen Act appedrs

‘lotby of vocational teachers, supervis s,

,to!‘})have been stimulated by an active :

-ani} administrative officers . . . who fire
interested in the emoluments paid in part
from Federal funds. ... Evidence was
read into the rechrds . . . indicating that
much of the impetus behind this move-
ment emanated from a single, interested
. source.”

These strong words fitted no one better

:than the American Vocational Association, -

{ composed of 15,000 vocational educators
: and administrators, whose Executive Sec-
‘retary Lindley Hoag Dennis has been
energetically pushing the George-Deen
appropriation from his Denrike Building

oﬂicg. Denving that A. V. A. was con- -
ducting a “lobby,” Secretary Dennicat- !

‘back home.

’ . P4
ok (g, %

{ributed-any undue pressure to enthusiasts
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- many addlitional racicw are poT supporting 4t. These sllegod radicels
“rare 1izted 2z Tollovrs and ccn:ti‘;t- the “senlers of the Fationel edvimry

. T ;' \ﬁ;\% ’ .‘_. 'v-‘ ’ m T - B -.:”b—*; —‘A‘ :‘ .'j'
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Dnring the nbse:xca of Lucie Xoch, who u:cepted a ;aoaitloa
"§n the Consuners Division of tbe Departcent of labor, tut xho 1s now
" ‘allegedly on leave of absence to work with the C.I.0. in Hassachuseits,
. ClaudeXilliazs is acting as director of the Colleze. Donald Kobler
{2z secredary-treasurer while Finifred ANhappell is chalirzan of the
"*c:lty. Mies Chapiell 1s eleo secret&ry cf ﬂ.c Yethodiszt Yelerstion
. dor. ooc.\.ul Service. G TR ST

2

ﬁeabera Kon fieaident Board of tbe College aret

\Fillhé\{go, of the OKlaboma 'i‘ypozrtphical
Onion
Caorae c11rw7(\mv-uaa, & nauu attorney.




= "According to 1ts own Stetem NV E
28 1t purpose *The ¥raining of young nen ené 2._’;1' X E
§ active ssrvice in some militent orgenization _g?q k%r mmm. LR
_Loceted £n the southern-most range of tha Ozas¥ d. £ihs, 12 miles =
.. 'fro Mens, Arkarcas, Commonwealth College has Kisy off &xbattlod emwe
_z;f'istance s0r the past 12 yeere gince {ts rmdﬁg;(“%ni‘:{ sonfronsf | | -
_-,‘utemately wnk reacuon am! threatenod T

01‘.- fe

Bcins a;tuﬁtad on t 320 scre heavuyrw g‘guat 'zm :
e eonsists of ‘27 dfeb woolen bulldings' tﬁé} e very elmpl T

Colleg )
~--4n.tkelr eopciruction end- farniebinge.- They ere not = _EXY times -
- Fept AL tEE bBest” 61 Tapalr end campleints have been made on several -
- occasions by studems ebout the leeky contitions “of some 0f thé roofe

....0n these buildings, Prospective studerts are warzed by officizl o
,~.,.muc°nons thet Comzonwealth Coueoe 15 *not colieziate or boh@ian. -

' 3uat proletariu' -

&ceordin" to informetiocn e 1ve‘ frox verious soy cox, this .

“ inrtitution wye founded by Dr. W, EXZeouck, Kate Kicherde/ 'era. a.ad

- one Ferold ¥,/ \8roxm, all of whom heve Lov severcd their offics s

_ eonnection with t:ie colicge, Since the closing of the 11 < SURI

wood College, Commonwealt: 1s the only permsnent Ppesident lebor co].leso L

dp tre Uniteld Statec with the exception of "the amsall dut milftemt = -

:izhlender Folks Bchool {n Tennessee®, Commonwealtb doasts of en -

Glume 11breryund the reguler receipt of 200 or 300 perloéiealz

L s -a.nd garden and dairy fecilities capsdle of feeding & ‘large nnmbar ot

- t‘:' ,____-;;-;—__etndm s, The feculty end student dody heve collsborated im.theé
! k A}.ic*tion 9r & peuodical knom es the \ ortnxgktlf

X '_ nnances fo* the mnteuanco o tris sehool have bsen secured

tmu donaticns from the Federal Ewergency Rellef Associstfon dn’ the
yfors of scholarships, the Carnegie Fund, and from the tow gatuncy
‘icananc Fund us well a6 donstione from privets individusle, $rude unions,
ternll _orgsaizatione, eto,, who eye im syepathy with thu mvesem -




